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AN ADDRESS 


TO THE PRESIDEN? AND CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 


In accordance with a resolution of a Convention held at 
Huron, D. T., on the 19th day of June, A. D. 1888, to take 
into consideration the question of calling a Constitutional 
Convention and asking admission as a State of that portion 
of Dakota Territory lying south of the 46th parallel of lati- 
tude, the undersigned committee appointed by said conven- 
tion to present to the President and Congress the special 
reasons upon which the people base thei: action, and theif 
claims to admission as a State, beg leave to present to your 
consideration: 

That all portions of Dakota Territory, with few, if any, ex- 
ceptions, desire a division of the Territory upon the 46th 
parallel, and all of that portion south of said parallel, are, 
without exception, in favor of admission as a State. 

The people of south Dakota ask this not as slaves and sup- 
pliants, but as free American citizens demanding their rights 
of an American Congress. They come not as colonies de- 
manding separation from an unjust and tyrannical govern- 
ment, but they come as minor children attaining their majority, 
demanding the same rights and privileges accorded to their 
older brothers and sisters—and which rights onght to be on 
the part of the nation as much a privilege and pleasure to 
grant as on the part of the infant state to receive. 

We recognize the fact, therefore, that our duty consists in 
presenting to the general government that we have the desire 
and the ability to govern ourselves. 
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Do the people desire division and admission ? 

The question of division is almost as old as the Territory 
itself. The settlement of Dakota commenced almost simul- 
taneously in the two extreme portions of the Territory, to-wit: 
In what is now Union county in the extreme south east, and 
what is now Pembina county in the extreme north east cor- 
ner of the Territory. These settlements gradually extended, 
encouraged by the early building of the Northern Pacific and 
the Dakota southern railroads and their tributaries, many 
hundred miles apart and traversing districts of country as 
unlike and distinct in their general characteristics, as the 
people who settled and occupied the same. The North has 
become from climate and circumstances controlling its early 
settlement, one great wheat fieldrented and cultivated in large 
tracts, while the South is a pastoral and agricultural region 
divided into small farms, occupied and cultivated by the 
owners of the soil. 


The march of settlement has been directly west. The great 
trade centers of St. Paul and Minneapolis have reached out 
directly for the great New Northwest and the products of her 
soil have made necessary and bnilt up the great flouring 
mills of Minneapolis and the great commercial metropolis of 
St. Paul, while the trade and.commerce of Southern Dakota 
connects her directly east with Chicago and more southerly 
with St. Louis. 


All the new lines of railroad projected and built into Da- 
kota follow the same east and west course, parallel with each 
other, with no roads running north and south except here 
and there a connecting link between friendly lines. There is 
not to-day and for some time to come there will not proba- 
bly be any connection by rail between Northern and Sonth- 
ern Dakota, except throngh Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn. 

These peonle have settled Dakota, emigrating generally 
from the same parallel of latitude. They came with differ- 
ent tastes and habits of life; they settled countries unlike in 
climate and character; they early imbibed the prejudices of 
the two sections against each other, and have conceived and 
propagated the idea and belief that the two sections would 
become separate and independent states. 
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The Legislation of Dakota has been marked from the be- 
ginning with this popular idea. The public institutions of 
the Territory have been located in Southern Dakota until 
more recently by action of the last legislature, similar insti- 
tutions were provided for in the North, but all looking to a 
future separation. 

Nearly every Legislature of the Territory fresh from the 
people has memorialized Congress for a division of the Ter- 
ritory onthe 46th parallel. In 1870 we find the Legislature 
making use of the following language in its memorial to 
Congress: 

“Your memorialists would further represent in evidence of 
‘this, our petition, that while the said new Territory is remote 
‘from the main line of travel in Southern Dakota, and is sep- 
‘arated therefrom by a broad extent of unoccupied and wild 
‘country, yet the Northern Pacific and St. Paul and Pacific 
‘railroads will traverse the entire length of the proposed new 
‘Territory, giving it direct and easy communication with 
‘Minnesota and other States, by means of which several 
‘thousand people have already settled in the valley of the Red 
‘river of the North and other portious of the proposed new 
‘Territory, in which are established towns at a distance of fif- 
‘teen hundred miles by the nearest traveled route from the 
‘capitol and courts of Dakota. * ij * 2 * That 
‘no direct line of communication is now, or will for many 
‘years, be opened across the plains, connecting the two re- 
‘mote sections of Dakota, so long asthe Pacific railroad gives 
‘to the proposed new Territory such advantages of trade and 
‘travel with Minnesota, the lakes, and the east, as is now 
‘possessed by that section of the northwest. 

“Your memorialists would further represent that said por- 
‘tion of Dakota comprises an area of territory equal to about 
‘fifty millions of square acres, or about one-half the present 
‘Territory of Dakota. 2 ğ ji n That all 
‘the guards of law and courts afforded by a separate Territo- 
‘rial government should be extended to the already popu- 
‘lous settlements of the proposed new Territory. As in duty 
‘bound your memorialists will ever pray.” 

And that substantially the same memorial was again pre- 
sented to Congess by the Legislatures of 1872-3, 1874-5, and 
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others subsequent, and this without any remonstrance from 
any quarter; legislature after legislature has memoralized 
Congress to divide the Territory on the 46th parallel; the 
press without dissent has advocated it; bill after bill has been 
introduced in Congress by our delegates, backed by petitions 
of our people and memorials of our legislatures, for this pur- 
pose. So that it may be put down as a conceded fact that not 
only do the people desire a division of the territory, b ut that 
nothing short of a division on the 46th parallel will satisfy 
them, and it may be stated with safety that the people, whom 
we have no doubt the congress desires to consult in a matter 
so much of interest to them, wili not be satisfied nor content 
with any division of their territory that places a section of 
North and South Dakota under the same State government. _ 

The question of admission is one of more modern date, but 
has been agitated for several years past. 

It was freely discussed in the political campaigns of 1876, 
1878, and 1880 throughout the Territory. County and Terri- 
torial resolutions were adopted during these years, looking 
to the admission of Southern Dakota as a State, and bills 
were introduced in Congress by the delegates for the same 
purpose, but the first direct and general action taken on the 
part of the people was a convention held at Sioux Falls on 
the 25th day of January, 1882. This was a convention of 
about seven hundred of the representative men of that por- 
tion of Dakota south of the 46th parallel. Enthusiastic 
speeches were made, resolutions were passed, and delegates 
were selected from every county of Southern Dakota, to urge 
upon Congress the immediate necessity of division, and ad- 
mission of Southern Dakota as a State. 

A similar convention was held about the same time in 
Northern Dakota, and similar resolutions adopted, and dele- 
gates were also selected to visit Washington for the same 
purpose. These delegates from both North and South Da- 
kota did visit Washington and vress the claims of all Dakota 
for immediate division on the 46th paralle', and the admis- 
sion of the southern half as a stare. The introduction of 
such bills into congress and their subsequent failure of pass 
age are now matters of history. 

Dakota was neither admitted nor divided, but the same 
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unity of feeling that was then exhibited between the north 
and. the south, for division on the 46th parallel, and the ad- 
mission of the southern part as a state, so far as any public 
acts or public expression of opinion is known, still con- 
tinues. 

The next direct step taken by the people toward statehood 
was a convention held ai Canton in Lincoln County, D. T, on 
the 25th day of June, 1882. This convention was called by 
the people in view of the bill then pending in congress for the 
admission of the southern portion of Dakota as a state, to 
take into consideration certain questions to be submitted as a 
part of the constitution of the new state. It was a conven- 
tion of leading citizens, representative men of the various 
sections of Dakota south of the 46th parallel. It passed a 
large number of resolutions and adjourned to meet at Huron 
in the County of Beadle, subject to the call of an executive 
committee appointed by that convention. 

This executive committee subsequently in March 1883, 
issued a call for a convention to assemble on the 19th day of 
June, 1883, composed of delegates from each county south of 
the 46th parallel, apportioned according to population, to 
consider the question of calling a constitutional convention 
for that portion of Dakota south of the 46th parallel—to 
draft a state constitution to be submitted to the people and 
presented to congress upon which to ask admission as a 
state. 

This convention assembled at Huron on the 19th day of 
June, 1883, in accordance with such call; over four hundred 
delegates being present; every county south of the 46th par- 
allel, with perhaps the exception of three small counties, 
being represented. Even unorganized counties not embraced 
in the call availed themselves of the opportunity and sent 
delegates who were admitted to seats. 

The convention was composed of the best and ablest men 
in southern Dakota. No distinction in politics, religion or 
class was observed in the call or composition of the conven- 
tion, but the convention was composed of ministers, lawyers, 
doctors, mechanics, merchants, farmers and a full representa- 
tion of all classes, religions and politics. Prominent politi- 
clans as well as the rank and file of both political parties, 
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composed the convention, and each vied with the other in 
promoting the objects for which it was called. Entire har- 
mony and unanimity prevailed, the ordinance passed and tke 
proceedings of this convention are hereto appended, marked 
Ex. “A” and made a part hereof. 

It will be seen from the published proceedings that the 
object of the convention was to discuss the propriety of call- 
ing a constitutional convention, to draft and submit to the 
people a constitution, which if ratified should be submitted 
to congress, and an admission into the union asked under 
such constitution. 

The foreign newspaper articles prompted by enemies of 
Dakota, to the effect that the convention was a revolutionary 
body seeking to set up a government in defiance of the na- 
tional government, is too absurd to need a passing reference. 
There was not in word or act by the convention, a hostile ex- 
pression toward the general government, but on the other 
hand the speeches were of the most patriotic character. The 
old flag was flaunted aloft and the wings of the great Amer- 
ican bird were extended wide in the eloquent perorations of 
those embryo western statesmen. They were so far from 
wanting to secede or form an independent government, that 
they were in haste to become a part of the old government, 
to become a new star upon the old flag, and to hasten the 
time of such an event, they favored the immediate formation 
of a state constitution to the end that Congress could take 
immediate action thereon without the long delay of the usual 
enabling act. 

No more loyal people exist than the new settlers of Dakota. 
A large proportion of them have carried the musket to the 
front in the darkest days of the rebellion. They have ‘“‘beat 
their swords into plowshares;” they have availed themselves 
of the government’s bounty and have dotted the prairies of 
Dakota with soldier’s homes; they are cultivating the arts of 
peace, but the fires of liberty and love of country burn as 
brightly in their breasts here in these humble western homes 
as they did when, at the nation’s call, they bid adieu to com- 
fort, home and family and offered their lives in their country’s 
defense. 

Whole armies of these men are now petitioning you 


T 


through us for that privilege of self-government they periled 
their lives to perpetuate. No, there was not a breath of dis- 
loyalty in the Huron convention. Nota hasty or impatient 
word was uttered by the most enthusiastic speaker, not an 
unkind word against Congress or any member thereof for 
any seeming neglect or delay, but every utterance and every 
act of the convention was aimed at the end of presenting to 
Congress such a case that the great representatives of the na- 
tion would be justified in admitting the new state and as 
pleased in receiving her into the confederation of states, as 
she would be in becoming a part of the great nation she has 
so looked to for aid and support. 

It is unnecessary to refer to the fact that the plan pro posed 
by the people in calling a constitutional convention, while 
adopted to gain time and secure an early admission, has no 
claims to originality with the people of Dakota. It is as old 
as the government itself, it is the plan first known and 
adopted by our forefathers in admitting new states. ~ 

We take pleasure in here submitting an array of prece- 
dents and the opinions of learned judges carefully collated 
by the Hon. Hugh J. Campbell, U. S. Attorney for Dakota, 
hereto appended and marked Ex. “B,” from which it will be 
observed that state constitutions have been formed and state 
governments set up outside of the general government, which 
have been obeyed and recognized; a precedent that Dakota 
in nowise attempts or intends to follow, but that Dakota had 
the right and that under the circumstances it was her duty to 
take every step to hasten her admission into the union, no 
one unprejudiced and conversant with the facts will for a 
moment deny. 


The convention at Huron was necessary to consider what 
was the sentiment of the people, to ascertain if there was any 
material opposition to admission as a state, and to provide 
some machinery for calling a constitutional convention. 

The representatives of the people in the last legislature 
1883, for the territory of Dakota, observing the rapid increase 
in population and the immediate necessity of an early admis- 
sion, wisely passed an act in many respects similar to the 
ordinance passed by the Huron convention providing for a 
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constitutional convention, a copy of which is hereto append- 
ed and marked Ex. “C,” but which failed to become a law by 
reason of its not receiving the approval of the governor of 
the territory. There was then no course open to the people; 
but to act themselves through their representatives in conven- 
tion assembled, which they proceeded to do in passing the 
ordinance providing for a constitutional convention to be held 
at Sioux Falls on the 4th day of September, 1883. 

It then appearing thatthe people desire a division and ad- 
mission as a state of that portion of Dakota south of the 
. 46th parallel, and that the steps taken are proper, legitimate 
and within established precedent, it remains only to consider 
the ability of the people to govern themselves and the conse- 
quent policy and propriety of such division and admission. 

We need hardly argue that Southern Dakota (by the term 
“Southern Dakota” we mean all that portion south of the 
46th parallel) has a sufficient population to admit her as a 
state. It is conceded by the enemies of admission that 
Southern Dakota has at least 250,000, while the friends of 
admission claim at least 300,000, but taking the admission of 
our enemies as the standard, and she has a greater popula- 
tion than any territory had when admitted as a state. She 
has almost twice as many as Alabama, Iowa or Wisconsin 
had when admitted; more than twice as many as Kansas or 
Nebraska; about three times as many as Michigan: or Cali- 
fornia; about four times as many as Mississippi, Missouri, 
Florida or Colorado; five times as many as Ohio, Illinois, 
Arkansas or Oregon; and six times as many as Indiana or 
Nevada, and more than any one of seven of the original thir- 
teen states. 

It will hardly be urged with these precedents that she has 
not the inhabitants requisite to admit her as a state. Nor 
can it be urged by way of precedent that as the ratio of rep- 
resentation in Congress has increased, Congress has increased 
the ratio for admission of states, Nevada was admitted in 
1864. with a population that in 1870 was a little over 42,000, 
and Colorado was admitted in 1876 with a population of but 
65,000. By any precedent established, or basis of calcula- 
tion, Southern Dakota, in matter of population, would seem 
to be entitled to admission. 
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Will it be urged that the Territor y should not be divided, 
but should be admitted as a whole ? 

Without repeating what has already been urged upon 
your attention as to the desire of this people for. 
a division upon the 46th parallel, and their innate 
feeling of right, that in a Republic the new State should 
be heard in shaping its boundaries, as well as its form of 
government, we desire to call your attention to the fact that 
the two prospective new States created by the division, would 
be of about equal size, each being about 225 miles in width by 
400 miles in length, corresponding in form and size with Kan- 
sas and Nebraska, ‘and completing the tier of States of which 
they form the base. The proposed new State of Dakota 
would contain about 80,000 square miles, being larger than 
Nebraska which contains 76,000, and nearly equal to Kansas 
which contains 81,318 square miles, and Minnesota which con- 
tains 88,531, leaving but five States in the Union containing 
a larger number of square miles, to-wit: Texas, California, 
Colorado, Nevada and Oregon, but capable of sustaining a 
population many times larger, when we consider the broken 
and mountainous character of the four last named States. 
Nearly every foot of the proposed new State, except some por- 
tions of the Black Hills in the extreme southwest corner are 
susceptible of cultivation and occupation, and is equal in fer- 
tility with the great States of Iowa and Illinois. An idea of 
the size of the proposed State will be obtained by comparing 
it with the older and more populous States of the Union. 
New York, well named the “ Empire State,” contains 47,000 
square miles; Pennsylvania, 46,000; the great State of TIU. 
nois, 55,410; Iowa, 55,045; Wisconsin, 59,924; Ohio, 89,964; 
Indiana, 33,809. These are among the great, the wealthy, and 
the populous States of the Union. Yet the proposed new State 
of Dakota is more than twice as large as the great State of 
Indiana or Ohio, and more than a third larger than the great 
State of Pennsylvania or New York, or any of the other 
great States of the West, while it would be equal in size to 
all New England, Delaware and two States of the size of New | 
Jersey, or nine States of the Union. 

It would be two thirds as large as Great Britain and Ire- 
land with her 32,000,000 population, and considerably more 
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than two thirds as large as Italy with her 27,000,000, and with 
the same population to the square mile which Italy, Germany 
and the old countries of Europe now have, she would contain 

a population of more than 20,000,000. 

No State should be so large in territory that her general 
laws shall be locally inapplicable, but the State should 
be of such size, and her people so hemogeneous in char- 
acter, customs and occupations that one set of laws may 
apply to all. The State should not beso small in size as to 
make the duties to the State and taxation forits support bur- 
densome to the citizen. Nor should it be so largein size that 
all its localities are not fairly represented in the administra- 
tion of public. affairs. 

In the light of history, in the admission of new States, in 
view of the natural richness ar capacity of the proposed new 
State, in comparison with the „reat States already named, 
may we not urge that to admit Dakota as a whole would be 
a departure from the precedents set in the admission of all 
the new States of the West, and an experiment dangerous to 
the rights of local self government. 

Yours, &c., 
BARTLETT TRIPP, 
Chairman. 

S. L. Baker, White Lake, Aurora County. 
A. B. Melville, Huron, Beadle County. 
Jno. Todd, Springfield, Bon Homme County. 
Wm. M. Brook, Brookings, Brooking og County. 
W. Wynter, Frederick, Brown County. 
J. H. King, Chamberlain, Brule County. 
S. H. Elrod, Clark, Clark County. 
A. B. Lucas, Flat Creek, Chas Mix County. 
H. Newton, Vermillion, Clay County. 
H. R. Pease, Watertown, Codington County. 
Dr. A.S. Stewart, Minnekata, Custer County. 
S. D. Cook, Mitchell, Davison County. 

° A. C. Tuttle, Webster, Day County. 

Geo. H. Woolman. Grand View, Doulas County. 
H. B. Monaghan, Gary, Deuel County. 
J. W. Bell, . illbank, Grant County. 
—- G.O. Hudson. Miller, Hand County. 
C. F. Lake, Castlewood, Hamlin County. 
A. Marshall, ‘Alexandria, Hanson County. 
ded, Boyles, Olivett, Hutchinson County. 
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C. D. Mead, Pierre, Hughes County. 
A. Owen, De Smet, Kingsbury County. , 
C P. Kennedy, Madison, Lake County. 
z W. C. Kingsley, Deadwood, Lawrence County. 
E. Opsal, Canton, Lincoln County. 
S. H. Bronson, Howard, Miner County. 
W. F. Baxter, Forrestburg, Sanborn County. 
M. Grigsby, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County. 
Wm. Ramsdall, Flandrau, Moody County. 
J. E. Butan, Salem, McCook County. 
J. C. Mariner, Worthville, Spink County. 
E. H. Judson, Hurley, Turner County. 
E. C. Errickson, Elk Point, Union County. 
Geo. H. Hand, Yankton, Yankton County. 
David H. Clark, Rapid City, Pennington County. 
Eli Johnson, Highmore, Hyde County. 
J. M. Moore, Onida, Sully County. 
J. A. Decker, Faulk, Faulk Couuty. 
O. S. Oliver, Gettysburg, Potter County. 

G. Parker, Le Beau, Walworth Gounty. 
H. Hauser, Aberdeen, Edmunds County. 
A, Herman, Eldorado, Buffalo Courty. 

m., T. Hil, Elmer, Jerauld County. 

F. Drake, Wilmot, Roberts County. 
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EXIIBIT “C.” 
A BILL 


For An Act Providing for a Constitutional Convention and 
the Formation of a State Constitution, Preparatory to the 
Admission of Dakota into the Union, and for other Pur- 

oses. i . 

W Experience has abundantly demonstrated that 
the welfare of the people is promoted by the establishment 
among them of a permanent government, sovereign in char- 
acter and republican in form; and, | 

Wuerzas, The Territorial system of government has no 
stability, is temporary in character, possesses no sovereign 
powers, and meets neither the requirements of the people, nor, 
in the case of Dakota, the rapidly increasing demands of its 
various and growing interests; and, 

Whernas, It has ever been and still remains the wise policy 
of the parent government to foster and encourage the devel- 
opment.and settlement of the Territories until such time as 
their population shall be sufficiently numerous to entitle the 
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people to be admitted into and become a part of -the United 
States, on an equal footing with the States which compose the 
Union; and, 

Wueruas, That part of the Territory of Dakota south of the 
46th parallel of latitude, now contains a population sufficient 
to entitle it to admission into the Union, and such population 
now being desirous of being fully enfranchised and of enjoy- 
ing all the privileges of American citizenship; and, 

Whereas, Public opinion in the United States has decided, 
and the Congress of the United States by their action upon the 
bill for the admission of such part of Dakota into the Union, 
has admitted that that portion of Dakota south of the 46th 
parallel does possess the requisite population, and all other 
qualifications necessary to entitle it to admission into the 
Union as a State; therefore, 

Be it Enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Dakota : 
Section 1, That for the purpose of enabling the people 
of that part of Dakota south of the 46th parallel to organize 
and form a State government and make application for ad- 
mission into the union of States, a delegate convention is 
hereby called to meet at the capital of the Territory of Dakota 
on the 15th day of December, A. D. 1888, at 12 o’clock meri- 
dian, for the purpose of framing a constitution, republican in 
form, and performing all other things essential to the prepa- 
ration of the Territory for making application to the general 
government for the admission of such part of Dakota into the 
union of States. 

Sec. 2. The said convention shall be composed of one 
hundred delegates, who shall be apportioned among.the sev- 
eral counties of that part of the Territory south of the 46th 
parallel, as follows: ~ 
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Provided, That all organized countiesin the Territory south 
of the 46th parallel at the time the election hereinafter pro- 
vided for is held, to choose members to said convention, and 
which counties are not above named, shall be entitled to one 
delegate, who shall be given a seat, and have a vote in said 
convention as other members thereof,and said delegate shall 
be in addition to the one hundred heretofore provided for. 

Sec. 8. An election for the purpose of choosing said dele- 
gates is hereby appointed to be held on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November, A. D. 1883, at which time the 
delegates to said constitutional convention shall be chosen. 
Said election shall be conducted in all respects as elections 
under the general laws of the Territory; and the several coun- 
ty clerks of the several counties of the Territory are hereby 
required to issue notice of such election at least 20 days prior 
thereto, stating the object of such election, and the number 
and character of the officers to be chosen, and shall deliver 
the.same to the sheriff, who is required to post the same as 
the law now requires; and the several boards of county com- 
missioners are required to establish precincts for such elec- 
tion, and to appoint polling places and judges of such elec- 
tion, and to do and perform all things that are now required 
of them by law in the case of general elections; and the can- 
vass and return of the votes shall be as now required by law 
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in the case of county officers; and-it is hereby made the duty 
of the several county clerks to issue certificates of election to 
all persons who shall be declared elected; Provided, That 
the persons receiving the highest number of votes at such 
election shall be elected as such delegates. It shall be the 
further duty of the several county clerks, within ten days after 
such election, to certify to the Secretary of the Territory the 
names of all persons chosen as such delegates from their 
respective counties, and to transmit the sameto said Secretary 
by mail. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Territory shall receive all cer- © 
tificates sd transmitted to him by the several county clerks, 
and shall preserve the same, and it is hereby made his duty 
to enter the names of all persons so certified to him as such 
delegates in a book which he shall provide for that purpose. 

Sec. 5. The delegates so elected at such election shall meet 
at the time and place appointed by this act, and in such room 
as the Secretary of the Territory or the convention may pro- 
vide, and at the hour heretofore named the Secretary of the 
Territory or some member elect of said convention shall call 
the convention to order, and shall cail the roll of its members 
from the book heretofore provided, if such book can be ob- 
tained, and, if not, from the official returns of said election, 
and the certificate of election of each member, in such manner 
as the convention shall prescribe, and the several delegates as 
their names are called shall take their seats in said conven- 
tion. When the calling of the roll of members shall be com- 
pleted, the several delegates shall be required to take and sub- 
scribe an oath to support the constitution of the United States, 
and to faithfully and impartially discharge their duties as 
delegates to said convention. Said oath may be administered 
by said Secretary or by any judicial officer of the Territory. 
The convention shall then proceed to organize by the election 
ofa president (who shall be chosen from among the delegates) 
and the other officers herein provided for. Said convention 
shall adopt such rules and regulations for their government as 
are provided in the case of Legislative bodies; itmay adjourn 
from time to time, and shall be the sole judge-of the election 
and qualifications of its members. The president and all 
officers of said convention shall take and subscribe an oath to 
faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of their respec- 
tive offices. 

Sec. 6. Said convention, after its organization, shall pro- 
ceed to draft a constitution for the State of Dakota, republican 
in form, in which shall be defined the boundaries of the pro- 
posed State of Dakota. It shall be the further duty of said 
convention to provide for a special election by the people of 
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the proposed State, at which election the said constitution 
shall be submitted to the people for ratification; and at which 
election the State officers, members of Congress, members of 
the Legislature and all other officers provided for in said con- 
stitution shall be elected, and the said convention shall have 
power to provide all necessary means for holding said elec- 
tion, and for assembling said Legislature when elected, and 
for carrying into effect all the purposes of said constitution; 
Provided, ‘That the expenses of all special elections held 
under the the provisions of this act and of any ordinance of 
said convention shall be paid by each county in said Territory | 
respectively. 

Sec. 7. The delegates to the said constitutional convention 
shall each receive a per diem of two dollars for each day’s 
attendance upon said convention, and five cents per mile for 
each mile necessarily traveled in going to and returning from 
said convention, said per diem and mileage to be paid by the 
Territorial treasurer, upon the warrant of the Territorial 
Auditor. oe 

Sec. 8. The Territorial Auditor is hereby authorized to 
audit and allow the accounts of the several delegates to said 
convention, upon certificate of the presiding officer of said 
convention, countersigned by the secretary thereof. 

Sec. 9. Said convention shall have power to elect a secre- 
tary, assistant secretary, a chaplain, sergeant-at-arms, mes- 
senger and janitor, each of whom shall receive such compen- 
sation as the said convention shall determine, to be audited 
and paid in the same manner as the accounts of the members 
of said convention are audited and paid; Provided, That said 
convention before its adjournment shall ascertain the entire 
expense of holding the same, including the per diem and mile- 
age of its members, compensation of its officers, and all nec- 
essary expenses, and shall, in such manner as they shall 
deem best, cause to be levied and collected in each county 
named herein or represented in said convention, a special tax, 
sufficient to pay all of said expense,which tax shall be appor- 
tioned among the said counties in proportion to their assessed 
valuation, and when said taxis collected in each of said coun- 
ties it shall be paid by said counties into the territorial 
treasury. 


Sec. 10. The laws now in force governing elections and the 
canvass and return of the votes cast thereat, and the qualifi- 
cations of voters, shall govern in any election that may be 
held under this act or under any ordinance of said convention; 
but said convention shall designate the board of State can- 
yassers, and ordain the method by which the result of the 
State election shall be promulgated. The said convention 
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shall also provide the manner of presenting the said consti- 
tution to the Congress of the United States, and do, and or- 
dain all things necessary to be done for the purpose of carry- 
ing inco effect the government of the State as soon as it shall 
be admitted into the union of States.. 

Sec. 11. That said convention shall remain in session for 
a period not tv exceed forty days. 

See. -12. That for the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
said convention there is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the territorial treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 

a sum not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars, 

* Bec. 18. This act shall take effect after its passage and 
approval. 


SEORIARY’S OFFIOR, 
TERRITORY oF DAKOTA., 

I, James H. Teller, Secretary of the Territory of Dakota, do 
hereby certify that I have carefully compared the foregoing 
copy of a bill for an act provid? .¢ for a Constitutional con- 
vention and the formation of a 8’ te Constitution preparatory 
to the admission of Dakota int: che Union and for other pur- 
poses, the same having pass . both houses of the Legis- 
lature and failed to receive th Governor’s signature with the 
original now on file in this office, and that the same is a cor- 
rect transcript therefrom and of the whole thereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the Great Stal of the Territory of Dakota, at 
[SBAL. ] Yankton, th? 38d day of July, 1883. 
JAMES H. TELLER, 
Secretary of Dakota Territory. 


UNITED STATES OF 5 Omon, | 


